Newslelter of the Montana Native Plant Sociely

Don’t look now, but the first annual meeting
of our Montana Native Plant Society is about to
happen. ['m EXCITED! Hope to see you there!

March wac a busy month for members. Three
chapters of the Montana Native Plant Society have
forsed. Members of the Southwest Montana Chapter
range fros Big Timber west to Three Forks, and
froe Lakeview in the Centennial Valley south., Jan
Nixon, 2620 Saweill Koad, Bozesan MT 359715, Ph.
3B4-6532, Steve Harvey and Renee Cook are chapter
officers,

In the greater Missoula-Bitterroot VYalley area
a chapter has just formed with RKoxa French, 186
Bass Cr. Rd., Stevensville MT 39870, work phone
721-4095, Willie Heron and Carol Morris as
officers, Persons attending the April 14 MNPS
seeting at U of M are asked to bring chapter name
suggestions and there will be a vote.

Newest of all is the Flathead area chapter which
encompasses the Flathead, Mission and Swan
Valleys, Of¢icers include Anne Merley, P.0.Bo:
147, Swan Lake MT 39911, ph. B88&-2242, Pattie
Brown and Kathy Ake.

A group of ten or sore seabers of the MNPS may
organize a chapter. A written reguest to the
state board of directors will initiate the
process. Kathy Ahlenslager, President.

ANNUAL MEETING SET FOR APRIL 29-MAY 1, 1988-
Flans are shaping up for the Ist Annual
Meeting of the Montana Native Plant Society. Our
tirst all-state get-together will be hosted by the

SW MT Chapter in Bozemean the last weekend in
April. There is no registration fee, but
donations will be accepted. In our fledgling
state, we have many itess of importance to
discuss, as well as interesting speakers and field
trips. To aid in planning, please indicate
whether or not you will attend in the space
provided elsewhere in this newsletter.

Schedule for lstbAnnual Meeting of MNPS

FRIDAY, APRIL 29

Evening, 7:30. 2 slide programs: Steve
Harvey, Eastern Montana Flora and Wayne Phillips
on Edible Wild Plants, Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks Bldg., MSU caspus, vicinity 19th Ave.

ELS5EYA

SATURDAY, APRIL 30 - All events at "SOB* Barn, MSU
campus, barfield St.

8:30 a.nm. Board of Directors (State Officers,
Chapter Representatives) Meeting.
1¢-11:30 Keynote speaker: Dr. William Weber
from the Univ, of Colorado.
11:30-1 Lunch on your own.
1-2 p.n. peneral meeting of the membership.
=3 Interest groups:
Advocacy (Renee Cook,
eoderator)

Field trips/flora sur-
veys/piant ID/ collecting
{Steve Shelly and Steve
Harvey, moderators) :
Landscaping/gardening/re-
vegetation {Shelly Bruce,

moderator)
3-4 Recomsendations/resolutions froa
interest group meetings.
4-p Free time: possible short walks to

foothills near M picnic area,
Kelseya site in Rocky Canyon, Plant
Growth Center tours, "Show-n-Tell®
slides by members, etc.

sbsT Potluck Supper: outside if weather

persits. Bozeman mesbers, please
bring a hot dish. Out-of-town folks
with last initial "A" to "L" please
bring a salad; #ith initial *N" to
"I" bring a dessert.

7 p.a. Silent Auction: if you have any
books, pictures, saterials, etc.,

that aight be useful to native plant
enthusiasts, please contribute thea
to the auction.

7:30 Speaker: Jerry DeSanto on
disjunct distribution patterns
of species that occur north and
south of blacier/Waterton Nat.
Parks.

SUNDAY, MAY |

8 a.e.-! p.a. Field Trips: meet at 9 a.m. at K-
Mart parking lot, 1126 N 7th.
Choose Headwaters/Horseshoe Hills
with Steve Harvey or Lisestone Hills
with Steve Shelly.
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CALENDAR

APRIL 13, Wed. SN MNT Chapter,
in Bozesan. 7:30 p.s. Ra. 346,
Leon Johnson  Annex, MSU
campus. Speaker: Steve Harvey
who'll show us "A Slice of
Montana through a Flant
Ecologist’s Eyes.”

APRIL 14, Thurs, Missoula:
MNPS aeeting at 7:30 p.s. Ra.
307 of Botany Bldg., Univ. of
Montana. Roxa French will
cosmand us to ‘“Weed it and
Reap.* Vote on name for this
area’s chapter & meet the
officers.

APRIL 29, 30, MAY ! - First
Annual  Meeting of Montama
Native Plant Society, in
Bozeman. See schedule in this
issue.

MAY 12, Thurs. Missoula:
Native Plant Gardens - meet in
Ra. 307 Botany Bldg. on U. of
M. campus at 7 P.M. to carpeol
for trips to several gardens
{nice to have long evenings')
This activity is yet to be
confiraed. Watch  the
Missoulian’s "Around Missoula®
coluan,

MAY 14, Sat. SW MT Chapter, in
Bozeman. 9 a.m. Plant Growth
Center, 1ith Av. south of
Cleveland, MSU campus. “"Plant
Identification Made Easy.”
Merning session in the lab

will introduce you to the
parts of plants, how to
dissect a flower under a
microscope and some basic
terainology; afternoon
session

starting a 1 p.a. will head
out to a nearby area to put
your new knowledge to work.
This is one session you must
sign up for in advance: call

Steve Harvey (5B7-0197) or
Jan  Nixon (3B6-6332), to
reserve a place in the class.

MAY 22, Sun. SW MT Chapter, 9
a.a, Qur last ‘evening"
seeting cf the year will be a
*brunch”' Egos, pancakes,
sausage or bacon and coffee
or cocoa will be served for
$2.50 a head. Kids welcose,
too -- cost the same. Bring
plates & utensils.
Reservations required so call
Jan Nixon or Steve Harvey, or
drop a note to P.0. Box 992,
Bozeman MT 59771, After
breakfast, small groups will
visit various nearby
habitats,

We'll resuse  evening
prograas in Sept.; sumser
activities are listed in
FIELD TRIPS in this issue,

JUNE 9, Thurs, Missoula: a
Potluck is planned with
alternative in  case of
inclement weather, Again,
watch the paper or call one
of the officers,

*Ballot"® page--  YOUR INPUT IS NEEDED

During March officers and interested seabers
of Montana Native Plant Society discussed the
funding of chapters and of the state organization.
The original intent of the state officers was to
establish a state-wide society. In turn for dues
paid to the state organization, sesbers would
receive a newsletter with articles of interest and
a calendar of events.

With the establishing of chapters, aeabers are
questionning the funding structure of the society.
We need input from you, the msembers, as to how
yhou wouldl like funding handled. Fleace circle
your preferred choece below and return to Jan
Nixon, F.0. Box 992, Bozeman MT by April
29th, so we c an discuss this issue at the Apr.
30-May 1 annual meeting.

$#1. In addition to the $8.00 state
sesbership fee, a yet-to-be-determined
anount per mesber will be sent to the
chapter the member wants to be affiliated
with., The amount of the "kick-back®
will be set by the board of directors.
$2. Aside from the $8.00 state
sesbership, chapter mesbership is
optional. If a person wants to be a
sesber of a chapter, an additional fee
aust be paid to the chapter. This
chapter fee will be set bvy the state
organization and will be unifors between
all chapters.
$3. Aside fros the $8.00 state
aesbership, chapter seabership is
optional. * Individual chapters will
decide whether or not they want to assess
a chapter seabership fee. If 3 chapter
seabership fee is assessed, each chapter
will set the size of that fee.

<On the back of above "ballot® place the following
questionnaire:> 257277 Greh el fX

-2

ASSIST IN PLANNING THE ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL 29 to

MAY I, 1988
You can greatly assist by ticking off which

of the following activities you will be attending:
____April 29, Fri. even. slide prograss

____ Ppril 30, Sat. meetings and speakers

___ April 30, Sat. supper potluck

__ April 30 Can you bring something for a silent
auction? :

__May 1, one or other of 1/2 day field trip.

Page Z.
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FIELD TRIPS

April 27, Wednesday, 7:30 p.s. Cose and brush up
on your plant identification skills. WNe well use
dichotomous keys to identify plants. You need not
have experience with keys. Call Kathy
Ahlenslager, 243-4743. >

May 1, Sunday, half-day each, in conjunction with
MNPS Annual Meeting: “Limestone Hills west of
Townsend® - Leader Steve Shelly; or
"Headwaters/Horseshoe Hills areas® - Leader Steve
Harvey. Carpool at K-Mart parking lot, 1126 N
7th, Bozeaman, at 9 a.a.

May 7, Saturday, 10:00 as. John Pierce will lead
a wildflower trip up Waterwcrks Hill. We're
hoping for a good display of Missoula phlox (Phlox
kelseyi var. missoulensis), a plant that occurs
only in western Montana and was first discovered
on Waterworks Hill. Cutleaf daisy, rockcress,
shooting stars, fuzzy-tongue pensteson and many
other plants should also be putting on a show.

Max Kummerow, leader of a grass roots effort to
save the hill froe weed encroachsent, will be
aleng and hoping for a crowd to help his eliminate
soae of the knapweed and leafy spurge from the
phlox gardens. Meet at the Greenough Park Farking
Lot (Monroe & Locust). For more inforsation call
Max (549-7149, Missoulal.

May 28, Saturday, half-day. "R visit to the
Yellow Springbeauty (Claytonia lanceolata var.
tlava) site near W. Yellowstone' - Leader Jan
Nixon, 5B6-6232, Meet at city park in W,
Yellowstone where US 20 turns west to Idaho at !
p.a.

May 28, Saturday, 10:30 am. We’ll take a hike in
the Bitterroot Wildflower Area in the foothills
west of Hamilton. Klaus Lackschewitz will be
along to help ident:fy plants. We should see
paintbrush, puccoon, rockcress, shooting stars.
This is one of the few good places in the state to
see small biuebells (Mertencia longiflora). Bring
3 lunch. Meet 1n the Safeway parking lot 1in
Haeilton. If you need a ride or sore information,
call Jean Pfeifer (549-0570, Missoula).

vune 4, Saturday, 11:00 aa. Before European:
introduced cattle and exotic weeds into western
Montana, Palouse prairie was one of the
predosinant vegetation types. Most of what we see
today on the hills around us has been drastically
altered from presettlesent condition, but there
are a few places where the grasslands resain
pretty such undisturbed. One of these is the
Difani Ranch in the Valley View Hills, south of
Polson. The Nature Conservancy is currently in
the process of working with the Difanis to protect
this area. Bernie Hall, a foramer range
conservationist for the Bureau of Land Managesent
and now the land steward for The Nature
Conservancy, will lead a walk through the hills
and discuss managesment practices and the
preservation of grasslands. The hills should be
in full bloos, and the rough fescue will knock
your socks off. Bring a lunch and geet in the
Safeway parking lot in Polson. If you need a ride
or would like sore information, call Bernie (443-
4089, Helena) or Alice (542-2591, Missoula).

June 18, Saturday, full day. “"Centennial Valley
and Red Rocks NWR® - leader to be announced. Plan
to drive the evening before. Meet at Up. Red Rocks
Lake icaspground, 9 a.s. Info. from SW Montana
chapter.

JULY §, SW MT Chapter, full day: plan on driving
to the area the evening before. “The Plant
Material Center at Bridger, MT* - leader, Pat
Plantenberg. We’ll visit the Center fros 9 a.n.
tc around noon, then check out sose of the
interesting nearby areas. .
AUG. &-7 Overnight backpack. SW MT Chapter. Drive
Friday evening to an area recovering fros {gregt
fire in the Little Belt Mtns. with Wayne Phillips,
leader. This is an amazingly diverse area not
sany people are familiar with.

" /\\ A\

‘ ‘/ "' l..\ 3 \
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RARE AND ENDANGERED PLANT PROFILE

by Steve Shelly (Mcntana Natural

Heritage Program, Helena!

and Jan Nixon (Bozeman!l
Clatitormia lanceclats Pursh wvar. flava (A. Nels.) C. L. Hitchcock
Common name: Yellow sgpringbeauty
Family: Portulacaceae
Habitat: Moist mounta:n meadouws
Locat 1@8: Southwestern Montana
Status: iCoibicalklitetnper ted global ly”
(Nature Conservancy?

The Yellow springbeauty, Tarpe Loocctrring othrbugholt
Glaytesia lanceglata RLEAL . the mountains of western
fFlava, is a dainty perennial North America from Litlish

Forb: im.the.Pcrtulacaceae (Pu-
rslane familyJ. Ihis wvaraety
is’ amyellow=flowered variety

lanceolata. Plants ..@f: Bhis
species have somewhat fleshy,
entire leaves, and Fflowers
Wit hs fiwes ;patalis: . the stems
arise from,.thick, cound corms

which s persist FrONaeBNe 0
three inches belocuw the scil
swurface.
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cpinions which  have beer held

regarding the taxocnomic status

cf the Yellow spr.ngbeauty.

whi

CowmRia south  to sScuthesn
Eadipernia, -and, east  to Al=
berta arnd New Mexico; o
ever, the rarnge of the Yell
springbeauty is much smalle

I8 chas. gply paes. Found s 1n
Fremont County, Taaha (Hhene

it 'was ‘recently rEtiscovered
near Henry's Lake by Duan

Atwncon R eanapt s Lot EL Lo
oming, . and ‘Eeaverhead, Ueer

Lodgey and.  Gallatin Counties
1n Montana. FEecent searches

For the 1982 Beaverhead Coun-
U recttg Tisbares T Bk UK
Seout ard T iMisroraeal
recores) 1 Aserc edge "Tauinti
have been unsuccessful .
Thus, the Yellouw springbeauty

has pgnly been seen  twice 1in
Montana since 136B6.

A DEpLl G TR w2 ce e
in = G o) RS | - 5 By Peter
le2csi1ca and LS Camahed T
along the  rgad  becysen. ANadxr
candadand  the BagliHale wiven:
phere thel imlante’ LS moye
abunrdant. The largest ~nawn
rEntgna  Bopulation  has oeen
Foting iR pne "o e e St et S
Jan Nixcn, near Hebge™ Latke
1A el idbiry Countys in June
o ESEe T Whlie ehecking what
was  bisoming 1w the area’, she
stumbled upcn a smell cluster
gEEn e OF: S o Tmlgnt a0 Hel
ever, a tremendous approach-
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ing rainstorm thwarted a de-
tailed study of the site. The
following weekend, she return-
ed, but 1n the meantime saome
hailstorms had badly shredded
the wvegetation. Exeept ‘fioc
the. original clump, no other
springbeauties weres visible,
their petals having been laost
in the storms. Sc, there was
ret much te de but take ‘& Few
more photos ard plan a ceturn
at 'same . future’time. As Jan
reports, »1ostarted echeck #ng
the " isite . inimid-May ef 18B7
and- typical of springbeau-
ties' more commcon white varie-

ty- it was the Fairst thing up
and bloeming after snoumelt.

Ard 1t was immediateiy obvicus
the population was much larger
than those few ['d spotted in
18886 . » FPour "mgre visits sduming
its Elgoming seascn (until
abcut the third week in June?
conf i'rmed . the extemt (Of sthe
pDepula®ion: = (arcund  five or
Sixfaeres »~ and 1l *‘eame up wikh
an sestimated . totel a . of 1560
200C individual gplants.” Thus,
ERisisHEhe JEagest Ancun .populs
Taticsrin Nogtana.

As  .menticned, the Yellcw
sporingbeauty . appears early in
the. growing . season At h:gher
elevaticns it may persist intc
sarkgalulss 1t is:most often
Scund irn & melst - mounkain meEa—
dows anrnd swuales, at moderate
toeebanie iy RAght s elies g anet
Qsscciated plart  sgpecies n-
cludeimuiissfears sCduethiai hels
ra~trz:dest, camas ([amass:5 3
guamashs’ mredngiefiond: Ui Potens
tilla SER. Y, shegting-stas
fDodecathecn sp.), anc Amer:i-
ganz bigfozt “-UPS ] ygapum:  hiss
tortcidesh, In addition, the
white-flowered var:ety Clay-
tenie lancenlata lanceolats
gccocurs with the Yellcw spring-
beawty sat @kl -locawions exgept
the Hebgen Lake site descr:ibed

above.

The correct taxonomic
status of the Yellow spring-
beauty: @S ¢ stillls not' Mal 1y
understood. Morphological
cbservations of the Wyoming
populations did not reveal
any other striking differen-
ces between the yellow and
white plants (Hollis
Marriett | Llacamie WY . And,
s:nce the two types are often
found together, with yellow
individuals usually being
much less common, it has been
suggested that the yellow-
flowered plants may only be
the result of one. or a few
genetic differences. Detail-
ed studies are planned for
this - summer, and hopefully
the relationships amaongst
these varieties will become
clearer. The Hebgen Lake
population will: Ybe - VEEl S
portant in  this study,: since
it istdanvery «Jserge ocneils and
hecausedtwis. the crlg one
cbserved in recent years
which consists sclely of the
low variety. In the mean-

\

e

yel
time,; the Yellow springbeauty
remains-ene of our mogst beau-—
Tibuk and elusive
widafd
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THERE 'S ALWAYS MCRE TO LIARN!

Perhaps the varicus fField trips and cutings being piarned by MNFPS
and its chapters have whetted your appetite fcr learning about

Montana’'s plants 1in a more concentrated way. Here’'s a list of
classes of fered this summer g settings ranging from
‘recreational’ arnd informal to thoss for pecple SR Al DEeVESUS
botany background and Familiarity with terminalogy anrd

indentification technigues.

LACIER INSTITUTE “Alpire Wildflowers™ - July 1E-i7, SRS The
a;plne country cf Glac:er Natioral Pack cffers scme afi ‘the mest
diverse and spectacular displaygs <cf alpine gllara. 7 the Racsg
Mountains. The course Fccuses c©~ wildflower 18entification,
species distributicn, and adaptatisns tc the rugged alpine
environment. Teacher: kathy Ahlenslager; L S atuie alajsfo Ui
Flathead Valley Commurity Ccllege.

v

£ “wildfFlowers of <the Bechler Meadows -
aose lock at meadow ard forest communities in

YEFLLOWSTONE INSTITUTE
July S-10, $65. A cl

the upper subalpine zone of the seldom-visited scuthwest corrner
“oF ¥e'!.owstcne Naticrnal Park. Focus:rg cn the centnastsi Detuess
“tHW8 wildflowers, shrubs and trees ir thase tuo mahitats, the
vclass will irnclude a brief review of field rdentif regtron

Aalpire Wildflowers™ - Julg B = P Bal  tadps dteatie
alpine tundra - of the nearby Eeartocth Platesu wiil familiarize
participants with plarts to be foun2 in varicus hakbitats above
timberline -krummhslz, boulden! yfell-fields, jusr meadows and
late-lying srcwbanks.

wJildFlowers of the Higr lLake Ccountry™ - July T —0 B e B2ES
& backcountry, tripito .The Beartoot> Plateau, w:ith llamas toting
the gear and a camp-tender tc pregars meals. Ui ldfleuwesss aliang
the edges of the mang lakes, streams, snowbanks andiglagiers will
be featured, from the alpine tundrs tc zpen subalpire vfaresc.

Teacher for all three cf these classes way~e Phillips; @
credits availatle if either of the Ffirst tuwc ars taken in
cornjuncticn with the High lake Countrg Class Cregdit available
through MSU, um, u of Icaks, Erigham ycung e s enin s ol ages
CARRBLL . COLLEGE “tdentificat:on 2f Wildflouers, 7Ireses ard
Shrubs” - June 13-2%. Students colleczt piants CF therr own and
take them t+g lak, uwhkere <hey l=arn +the ©bas:cs cf  plart
Sdentifi:zaticn and zaicrnomy, and  tre use < a SiRara st e
makirgh.detarninaciSns. G IR e SR PGS Teacher Jcohre
Cristengan 3 coen: tS,
LNIUERSTITY DF ppHIale ‘Tield Eotany Sogeim  elgsEiE LE s AR S EYolNE
eredits pwall determine  CoSt. an L e=EolegL s Sraentet I eaUnSe
Featuring Field character:stics of F:ifty femiliesvygf.sged plants,
anrd emphasizing reg-.cnal fFlore, PR IREa Les S5 b= lake
=lassificatian ang evgiutisn, Spseigns. | inciude ‘both - len and
fisldiworks imcluding coliecting techmigue. Prerequisite :s an
:ntroductery ccllege-level botarm, ZOurse Teacher Dieter
Wwilken; up tc E credits avai:labile.
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MONTIaNa  STATE

UNIVERSITY *Field . Botany” .+~ June 20-July 15.

Des:grned for those with no prior background in botany, this class

will cover

inia variety
= swith field
experience.

R ]
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-
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In. additicom,

the basics
of habitats - meadow,

Teacher:

Mt O
m -

% L

0]

n

(ot
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C
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ach of these.instit

of plant identification/plant communities
Focothills, riparian, mountains
representative areas for hands-on
3 credits

trips to
Sharon Eversman;

limited enrollment and Ffill up early
d in one uoy shoud#@l send for details right
registration requirements fthe state
an 'intent to register' if you’re not
1l as lodging and meal availability,

rar, Carroll Eellege, Helena, MT 58725
B, Box l% 78, Kalispells tMT.58303

P .0 .Boxi e YNP, Wy~ .B2130
MsSU, . Bageman. M1 S3717

U~af. M iRolgans W 53080

al“Statiamn,

Lutions cffers classes in related

reas and they'll be happy tc send you their summer sSession

catalog '‘on | cequest. iy pacticular recommeuuatlor sMSH s
"Alpine Ecpology” class, cffered: July 18-Aug 12, whic includes a
This Wikd

teprific fFour-dag Faekd

topography interact to

ip onh the Beartocoth Plateau.
ng iof. the ways that wind, water and

and of the plants

=i 3
give uyocu a’ good understandil

form alpine habitats,
and animals that occupy those habitats. Teacher

crecits.,

is Bob

Mcore, 3

* ]
< = %‘o 9
7] 9 4
Couge.c,g Str “
C LEVELAIND S
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KELSEYAQ

Montana Native Plant Society
Botany Department
University of Montana
Missoula MT 59812

Domestic USA

Society BoaArD

President: '
Kathy Ahlenslager, Missoula, 542-0522

Vice President:
Shelly Bruce, Bozeman, 587-3400

wa\/y\e_’pk-\“ ;PS‘ Greal B'U.S

Treasurer: .
John Pierce, Missoula, 542-2640

Newsletter Editor:
Virginia Vincent, Missoula, 543-8078

Secretary:

Fritillaria pudica

The Montana
Nativef Plant

University of Montana
Botany Department

issoula MT 59812

mbership categories:

$8 Individual

$25 Business/Corporation
$1

Mi
Me
O
O
(13100 Lifetime

Name
g Address
g CGity
§ Phone
B Amount enclosed
g

B Al contributions to the Montana Native Plant
society, a non-profit organization, are tax-

] deductible. Please make checks payable to the

i Montana Native Plant Society.

B will you help with OMembership;
B CNewsletter; CPublicity; CSpeakers;
J CField trips; [Other
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