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Pine needles of five? -Keep it alive!

Are you cutting your own Christmas tree this Holiday Season?  The Montana Native Plant Society and 
the Whitebark Pine Ecosystem Foundation are concerned about the loss of whitebark pine (Pinus 
albicaulis) in Montana.  These mountain-loving pine trees with needles in a cluster of five, are a great 
source of food for grizzly bears, Clark’s nutcracker, and many other species.  But whitebark pine trees 
are in trouble (see below). This year please don’t cut pine trees with five needles.  Happy Holidays! 
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